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IN SUMMARY

jaudi ArabiaVs legislative and institutional advancements are part of its Dision 2030 
transformationS marked by signi,cant reforms in arbitration and other forms of alternative 
dispute  resolution  )AKRC.  These  include  the  establishment  of  the  jaudi  6enter  for 
6ommercial Arbitration )j66AC as a trusted and independent not-for-pro,t institution aligned 
with international standardsS enhanced digital transformationS and Ludicial cooperation. Wey 
highlights include the j66AVs evolving governanceS the remarkable growth of its caseloadS 
and initiatives such as the Riyadh International Kisputes •eek )RIK•C and the j66A 
International Arabic Arbitration Moot )jIAMC. This chapter e’plores these milestonesS their 
impact on dispute resolutionS and jaudi ArabiaVs growing inGuence on the global arbitration 
landscape.

DISCUSSION POINTS

‘ jaudi ArabiaVs legislative renaissance and Dision 2030Vs impact on arbitration

‘ The j66AVs governance overhaul by reshaping its board of directorsS complemented 
by the j66A 6ourt and the j66A Nlobal Advisory 6ommittee

‘ The j66AVs digital transformation and integration with national infrastructure

‘ The growing international  trust  in the j66A reGected in its caseloadS  market 
penetrationS and diverse user participation

‘ 6ooperation with the Ludiciary and strengthening its institutional knowledge on 
arbitration

‘ 6ontinued Ludicial support in aid of arbitration

‘ The j66AVs focus on nurturing the ne’t generation of arbitration e’perts through 
jIAM and proving a range of educational programs through j66A Academy

‘ The Riyadh International Kisputes •eek )RIK•C as a global platform for AKR

REFERENCED IN THIS ARTICLE

‘ jaudi Dision 2030 and its legislative reforms

‘ j66A Arbitration Rules )2023C

‘ jaudi Ludicial decisions from the Yj66A jaudi 6ase Baw jtudyV

‘ Riyadh International Kisputes •eek )RIK• 2025C

‘ :ew Pork 6onvention and its regional Ludicial roadshow in jaudi Arabia

‘ Wey legislationO jaudi Electronic Transactions BawS E-6ommerce BawS and 1rocedural 
Nuide for Hnline Bitigation jervices

‘ j66A (oard of KirectorsS j66A 6ourtS and j66A Nlobal Advisory 6ommittee

‘ 1artnerships with I66A and N66 jecretariat

INTRODUCTION
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The Wingdom of jaudi Arabia has embarked on an unprecedented Lourney of legislativeS 
socialS and economic reformS positioning itself as a global leader in competitiveness and 
innovation. Ranked zxth globally in the 2024 •orld 6ompetitiveness PearbookS jaudi Arabia 
demonstrates a sustained commitment to economic transformation under the leadership of 
'is Royal 'ighness 1rince Mohammed bin jalman bin Abdula9i9S 6rown 1rince and 1rime 
Minister.

6entral  to  this  transformation  is  the  WingdomFs  commitment  to  creating  a  robust 
legal and business environment. Hver J00 reforms have been implementedS with zS200 
legislations reviewed and updated through the participatory YIstitlaaV platform.[1] This ensures 
transparency and alignment with global best practices while addressing the needs of the 
publicS government entitiesS and the private sectorS including the legal community.

In the realm of arbitrationS jaudi Arabia has established itself as a model Lurisdiction. 
The jaudi 6enter for 6ommercial Arbitration )j66AC operates as an independentS neutralS 
and not-for-pro,t institution adhering to and setting international standards. The jaudi 
6ompanies Baw further supports the use of arbitration by providing multiple dispute 
resolution mechanismsS fostering investor con,denceS and reducing the outGow of disputes 
to foreign Lurisdictions.

GOVERNANCE OVERHAUL: INDEPENDENCE, NEUTRALITY AND GLOBAL EXPERTISE

A pivotal milestone in the WingdomVs AKR evolution is the recent reconstitution of the j66A 
(oard of KirectorsS the introduction of the j66A 6ourt in 2023S and the e’tension of the j66A 
Nlobal Advisory 6ommittee with its roots going back to 20zJ.

The new (oardS in its fourth term formed in Zebruary 2025S comprises distinguished 
international and jaudi e’pertsS reGecting diversity in e’pertiseS nationalityS and gender. 
6haired by Kr •alid AbanumayS with renowned (ritish arbitrator Toby Bandau W6 as 
Dice-6hairS the (oard ensures the j66AVs strategic alignment with global best practices 
without intervening in the case administration - a hallmark of its independence. The latter 
is also reGected in the fact that the j66A statute does not allow any member to hold a 
governmental position while sitting on the (oard.

The j66A 6ourt is presided over by 1rof 8an 1aulsson with Kr 7iad Al-judairy and 8ames 
'osking serving as Dice-1residents. The j66A 6ourt comprises a total of z5 court members 
with z3 different nationalities. It operates fully independently from the j66A and derives its 
authority from the j66A Arbitration Rules. (y the time this te’t was preparedS the j66A 6ourt 
disposed of 323 matters since its inception in May 2023. The top ,ve matters include the 
,’ing of the advance deposit );JCS the con,rmation of arbitrator nominations )q3% with only 
one reLectionCS the review of arbitral awards )52CS the direct appointment of arbitrators )4qCS 
and the ,nal ,’ing of fees and e’penses )3xC. In additionS the j66A 6ourt has published its 
Internal Rules of the j66A 6ourtS a step that was heralded as a welcome initiative to promote 
transparency and trust in the decision-making process. (y introducing the j66A 6ourtS the 
j66A has delivered on its promise to safeguard consistency and continuity in making key 
administrative decisions free of any internal or e’ternal inGuences.

The j66A Nlobal Advisory 6ommittee is headed by Richard :aimark and is composed 
of z5 distinguished arbitration e’perts with ten nationalities from around the globe. The 
6ommittee provides technical advice to re,ne the j66AVs rulesS proceduresS and policiesS 
monitor international arbitration trends and evolving best practicesS and introduce innovative 
services. Most notablyS it provided vital support in reviewing and drafting the 2023 j66A 
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Arbitration Rules and is currently working on the revision of the j66A Mediation RulesS 
among other proLects.

This strategic governance framework and support mechanism empowers j66A to achieve 
its vision of becoming the preferred AKR institution in the ME:A region by 2030.

DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION IN ARBITRATION AND ADR

jaudi  ArabiaVs  digital  transformation  has  revolutionised  its  Ludicial  and  arbitration 
ecosystemS enabling eUciencyS transparencyS and accessibility. The j66A has embraced 
digitalisation across its operationsS supported by jaudi ArabiaVs robust digital infrastructure. 
Wey achievements includeO

‘ Kigitalised Arbitration Rules and jervices

‘ The 2023 j66A Arbitration Rules emphasise the use of  technology to 
streamline proceduresS  reduce the environmental  impactS  and enhance 
process eUciency.

‘ Almost all service re$uests under the j66A rules and procedures are ,led 
electronicallyS with online platforms facilitating communicationS submissionsS 
and hearings.

‘ 6omprehensive 6ase Management jystem

‘ Automation of over x00 workGows and ten AKR services.

‘ 6ollection of zS500 data points for monitoring and reporting.

‘ Kigital issuance and electronic delivery of awards with hard copies provided 
only upon re$uest.

‘ 8udicial Kigitalisation

‘ Hver zx0 Ludicial services are available through the Ministry of 8usticeVs Y:aLi9V 
platformS[2] enabling the electronic ,ling and enforcement of arbitral awardsS 
among other things.

‘ jaudi ArabiaVs global ranking in digital services has surgedS now standing in 
fourth place globally and leading regionally.

This integrated digital ecosystem not only enhances domestic operations but also positions 
jaudi Arabia as a global leader in arbitration eUciency.

JUDICIAL COOPERATION AND THE NEW YORK CONVENTION ROADSHOW

Early onS the j66A reached out to the Ludiciary to strengthen its institutional knowledge on 
arbitration and emphasise the vital role Ludges play in the process. (ased on cooperation 
agreements signed with the jaudi Ministry of 8ustice in 20z; and 20zJS the j66A has 
organised or co-hosted ,ve events for Ludges with resounding success.

The latest proLect in which the j66A Loined forces with the International 6ouncil for 
6ommercial Arbitrators )I66AC and the N66 jecretariat was this yearVs Riyadh International 
8udicial 6ollo$uium on the :ew Pork 6onvention. The collo$uium was hosted during the 
Riyadh International Kisputes •eek 2025 )RIK•25C and was supported by the International 
6ommercial Kispute Resolution 6ouncil of the Wingdom of (ahrain. It brought together 
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Ludges from across the si’ N66 states alongside global arbitration e’perts. The collo$uium 
highlighted key obstacles in enforcing foreign arbitral awards and e’plored opportunities to 
harmoni9e processes. It marked a historic step in fostering regional Ludicial cooperation. The 
launch of the second edition of the I66A :ew Pork 6onvention Nuide on this occasion further 
underscored jaudi ArabiaVs commitment to aligning regional practices with international 
standards.

SCCA CASELOAD GROWTH AND INTERNATIONAL TRUST

The j66AVs caseload continues to witness substantial growthS reGecting an increasing trust 
among domestic and international users in the j66AVs services. In 2024 aloneS the j66A 
recorded z20 new ,lingsS an increase of 30.4& over 2023Vs J2 ,lings.

1articularlyS the growth rate of the j66AVs arbitration caseload increased from 4x in 2023 to 
q3 in 2024S a Lump of 5;.q&. The j66AVs arbitration caseload saw similar growth rates in the 
preceding three years despite global challenges ranging from the pandemic to economic 
turbulence )2020-202zO 50&% 202z-2022O xx.q&% 2022-2023O ;4&C. The j66A has swiftly 
adLusted to these changes and scaled its case administration capabilities to accommodate 
the increase in its arbitration caseload.

Arbitrations with a total sum in dispute e’ceeding z.z billion jaudi riyals )/jM304 millionC 
were disposed of on average in less than si’ months. Arbitrations ending in an award 
closed on average in less than seven months with the longest taking Lust under z4 monthsS 
manifesting the j66AVs ,rm commitment to getting parties in and out of dispute swiftly with 
fair and Lust results.

Market penetration again increased last year with disputes deriving from z3 different 
industry sectors. 6onstruction N EngineeringS againS led the charts with 3;&S followed by 
1rofessional jervices )z;&CS and Employment N Babour )z3&C. Hther areas of interest 
included 6apital Markets and Investment )q.5&CS AgricultureS Zood and (everages )4.2&CS 
6ommerceOe-6ommerceS Trade and Retail )4.2&CS Real Estate )4.2&CS and 6orporate )3.3&C.

:otablyS international market players are increasingly adopting j66A clausesS not only for 
jaudi-based proLects but also for regional ventures. jince its inceptionS the j66A has seen 
2J different nationalities participating in its caseload. This trend signi,es the j66AVs growing 
reputation as a trusted AKR provider beyond the ME:A region.

CONTINUED JUDICIAL SUPPORT IN AID OF ARBITRATION

In 2025S the j66A completed its fourth study of arbitration-related Ludgments issued by the 
jaudi Appeal 6ourts in 2023. As in the previous three studies prepared by the j66AS the rate 
at which arbitral awards have been annulled was again remarkably lowS showing continued 
Ludicial support in aid of arbitration.

The fourth study included a sample of zS0x4 Ludgments. Hut of the zSzJ4 reasons why parties 
petitioned the Appeal 6ourtsS 3J0 )32.q&C motions related to arbitral awards. Hf these 3J0S 
z52 were motions to annul the arbitral award of which only eleven )q.2&C were successful. 
:otablyS of these successful motions to annulS none was based on jhariVah principles beyond 
what is already codi,ed in Article 50)zC of the jaudi Arbitration Baw )20z2CS and only four 
)2.x&C succeeded on public policy grounds.

•hen comparing the results of this fourth studyS with the j66AVs overall study results of a 
sample of 2S4;4 Ludgments issued between 20zq and 2023S of the ;zJ motions to annulS 
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the j66A identi,ed only ,ve )0.x&C motions based on jhariVah principles that led to the 
annulment of an arbitral award.

EMPOWERING THE NEXT GENERATION: SCCA INTERNATIONAL ARABIC MOOT (SIAM)

The si’th edition of jIAM e’empli,es j66AVs commitment to nurturing future arbitration 
leaders. This yearS z54 teams from z24 universities representing 24 countries showcased 
their advocacy skills and mastered the art of arbitration. The J24 students were Ludged by 
xx3 arbitrators who volunteered their time to hear 23z hearings. jIAM aligns with j66AVs 
strategic goal to educate and empower the ne’t generation while reducing the outGow of 
regional disputes to other Lurisdictions% thereby fostering a robust and self-reliant arbitration 
ecosystem.

The j66A complements jIAM with a range of educational  programs offered by its 
educational armO the j66A Academy. The j66A AcademyVs mission is to e$uip young 
practitioners with the knowledge and skills needed to practice AKR at an international level. It 
also provides more seasoned arbitrators and mediators with a platform where they can share 
their e’perience and e’tend their knowledge. The International Zellowship in 6ommercial 
Arbitration program in close cooperation with the 6hartered Institute of Arbitrators )ciarbC 
alone has seen over zS;00 participants across all modules over the past ,ve years. 1rograms 
are offered year-round in Arabic and English with the goal to advance the AKR industry in the 
Arab region.

RIDW25: SHAPING THE FUTURE OF ADR

This yearVs Riyadh International Kisputes •eek )RIK•25C has emerged as the ME:A regionVs 
largest legal gatheringS attracting over 5S300 participants from ;2 countries. The j66AVs 
fourth international Gagship conference )j66A25CS under the theme YArbitration and the Baw 
as 1illars of TransformationSV welcomed royaltyS ministers and industry leadersS along with 
over zS350 high-level attendees from si’ continentsS and e’plored how AKR and the rule of 
law drive economic stability and growth.

CONCLUSION

The j66A has evolved into more than an arbitral institution - it is a catalyst shaping the 
future of global AKR. Its operations and initiativesS from case administration to the j66A 
AcademyS the j66A International Arabic Moot )jIAMCS the Riyadh International Kisputes 
•eek )RIK•CS and the 6iarb jaudi Arabia (ranchS reGect a holistic approach to AKR 
ecosystem development. Kriven by Dision 2030S jaudi Arabia continues to set benchmarks 
in arbitrationS fostering trustS eUciencyS and innovation.

As the WingdomVs leadership inspires transformationS the j66A stands as a testament to the 
power of ambitionS collaborationS and e’cellence in rede,ning the global AKR landscape.

Endnotes

1  A uni,ed electronic platform aUliated with jaudiVs :ational 6ompetitiveness 6enter 
for public consultationS seeking the opinions of the publicS government entitiesS 
and the private sector regarding economic and development environment laws 
and regulations issued by government entities prior to their approval ) httpsOOO 
istitlaa.ncc.gov.saOenOAboutO1agesOdefault.asp’C.     (ack to section
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2  A uni,ed electronic platform for Ludicial services ) 
httpsOOOnew.naLi9.saOapplicationsOlandingC.     (ack to section
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